
44  DRINKSBIZ  APRIL / MAY 2023 DRINKSBIZ  APRIL / MAY 2023  45 

BEER REPORT BEER REPORT

Garage Project Tiny XPA  
<0.5% ABV, 330ml RRP $4 and 6-pack RRP $19  
Garage Project  

This XPA is the second release under 
Garage Project’s Tiny no-alcohol brand 
and packs just as much flavour as its 
predecessor, Tiny Hazy IPA. An extra pale 
ale, Tiny XPA is a pale golden, super crisp 
ale brewed with pilsner malt, Simcoe, 
Strata and Citra hops for juicy hop 
characters and tropical aromatics. 

Sawmill Non-Alc Bare Beer 
Hazy IPA  
<0.5% ABV, 330ml 6-pack RRP $20.99  
Sawmill Brewery  

The no-alcohol beer category continues to 
blossom and Sawmill have followed up the 
success of their initial Bare Beer pale ale 
with a Hazy take on the same. A juicy IPA 
with big tropical and citrus aromas, the 
haze rounds out the brew and obscures 
the absence of alcohol even more. With 
less than half a percent ABV, this is a beer 
that is good to go anywhere, anytime.

Mikkeller Drink’in The Sun  
0.3% ABV, 330ml RRP $5.50  
Longbreeze Distributors  

Belgian brewery Mikkeller has taken the 
zero alcohol and run with it all the way to 
a Belgian wheat beer style. This is a pale 
golden drop with notes of banana and 
coriander seed. 

Mikkeller Weird Weather  
0.3% ABV, 330ml RRP $5.50  
Longbreeze Distributors  

The brainchild of Danish science teacher 
and brewing pioneer Mikkel Borg Bjergsø, 
Mikeller Weird Weather Non Alcoholic IPA 
is a floral, New England Style IPA with a 
full body and grassy notes of pine. Brewed 
in Belgium, this is a light non-alcoholic 
drop with a subtle haze throughout. Serve 
extra cold. 

Export Ultra Low Carb Lager  
4.2% ABV, 330ml, 745ml and keg – from RRP $19.99 
for 330ml 12-pack.   
DB  

Export is now offering an Ultra Low Carb 
version in its popular lager range. This 
new addition to the line-up is 99% carb-
free, 99% sugar-free and contains only 26 
calories per 100 ml. DB says it is “made 
for Kiwi beer drinkers who appreciate low 
bitterness, [and] refreshing lagers.”

McLeod’s Sunset Surf Pale Ale  
4.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

US Loral and New Zealand Nectaron hops 
combine for a wave of flavour in this new 
release from McLeod’s. Floral pineapple 
and soft citrus notes drift over a smooth 
malty base with just enough bitterness to 
keep it refreshing and crisp. 

McLeod’s Billycan Milk Stout  
5.2% ABV, 500ml RRP $8.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

This rich stout pours black as night with 
a creamy off-white head, and boasts 
Tahitian vanilla and cacao nibs in the mix. 
Roast malt aromas and a luxurious palate 
of coffee and cocoa laced with vanilla, 
rum and soft liquorice notes. Full-bodied 
and rich with balanced bitterness for a 
soft, toasty finish.

McLeod’s Blue Sky American 
Pale Ale  
5.3% ABV, 440ml RRP $8.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

This American-style Pale Ale uses Talus 
and Citra hops for plenty of bright 
grapefruit over citrus aroma and flavour. 
It’s all balanced on a soft malt base with 
golden oats for a slightly moreish note 
and balanced bitterness.

Whether it’s the juicy punch of fresh hop brews,  
no worries no-alc options, or something in between, 
the latest beer releases offer something for everyone. 

Note: Beers and ciders are listed in order of % ABV.

The new Tiny XPA is the 
second release under 
Garage Project’s Tiny 
no-alcohol brand.  
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Sprig + Fern Duhoppily Fresh 
Hop Hazy  
5.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $8.99, 888ml RRP $13.99 – 
also in keg  
Sprig + Fern  

With the local Nelson hop farms just 
minutes away, Sprig + Fern's brewers 
jumped in the van and returned with two 
hop varieties from two farms: Pacifica 
from New Hoplands and the sought-
after Riwaka hop from Holmdale Farm. 
This hazy pale ale combines orange 
zest marmalade with pungent tropical, 
grapefruit and citrus notes – like fruit 
salad in a glass.

Sprig + Fern Harvest Pilsner™   
5.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $7.99, 888ml RRP $12.99 – 
also in keg  
Sprig + Fern  

Sprig + Fern’s multi-award-winning 
Harvest Pilsner™ marries Riwaka and 
Motueka hop varieties, harvested by its 
brewers on their annual pilgrimage to the 
local hop farms in the Nelson region. This 
Pilsner is fresh and juicy, oozing tropical 
and citrus notes and the zest of lime. 

Sprig + Fern Superdelic Fresh Hop 
Pale Ale  
5.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $8.99 – also in keg  
Sprig + Fern  

The Sprig + Fern brewers were thrilled to 
use the new Superdelic hop from NZ Hops 
for this fresh hop brew. They’ve let its 
full flavour shine, getting it straight from 
bine to brew. Superdelic packs juicy berry 
and tropical fruit flavours and aromas, as 
well as tangy citrus and sweet, candy-like 
characteristics.

McLeod’s Jump Rock 
Unfiltered IPA  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

This IPA is named for a favourite local 
jumping off point with the crew at 
Northland brewery McLeod’s. One of 
McLeod’s signature unfiltered IPA bases 
is loaded with Nelson Sauvin and Simcoe 
hops. It’s all gooseberry, citrus and fresh 
pine needle, alongside a hint of toffee and 
soft malts. Balanced and fresh.

Pacific Coast Brewery x Hop 
Revolution Tapawera NZ Pils  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $10 – also in keg  
Pacific Coast Beverages  

Nelson’s Hop Revolution have teamed 
up with new Mangawhai brewery Pacific 
Coast to craft this crisp and delicious 
New Zealand Pilsner. Gladfield pale 
pilsner malts were paired with Riwaka 
hops, LalBrew NovaLager yeast and 
then dry-hopped with Nelson Sauvin for 
balance. The result is a flavourful pils with 
gooseberry and pine notes that keep you 
coming back for more.

Garage Project Liquid 
Refreshment NZ IPA  
5.6% ABV, 330ml RRP $4.50  
Garage Project  

The team at Garage Project describe this 
as beer as “100% Kiwi hopped” as it’s 
brewed with a selection of Aotearoa’s 
finest and finished with a hit of brand new 
liquid Motueka SubZero Hop Kief. This is 
a bright golden IPA with clean, snappy 
bitterness and luscious lifted notes of 
citrus, feijoa and ripe stone fruit. 

Sawmill Chocolate Stout  
5.6% ABV, 500ml RRP $12.99  
Sawmill Brewery  

Sawmill’s Chocolate Stout is one of their 
seasonal brews and this year they’ve used 
cacao nibs and cocoa husks from Lucid 
Chocolatier in the Wairarapa. The cacao 
and cocoa in the brew create a smooth 
chocolate hit, while oats give this dark 
drop a luscious, velvety texture. 

Emporium Hippogate Saison  
6% ABV, 330ml RRP $6 – also in keg  
Emporium Brewing  

A classic Saison from Kaikōura brewery 
Emporium. There’s subtle spice on a 
graham cracker base and hints of stewed 
citrus fruit on the mid-palate. A delicious 
autumnal offering.

Sawmill Azacca Hazy IPA  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
Sawmill Brewery  

This bright orange hazy from Matakana’s 
Sawmill uses the Azacca hop, named after 
the Haitian God of Agriculture. Combined 
with Mosaic hops, the brew features 
tropical and citrus notes, softened and 
balanced by the embracing haze. A dry 
finish keeps you going back for more.

Sawmill Fresh Hop Riwaka 
Hazy IPA  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $11.99  
Sawmill Brewery  

This golden hazy is a joy to behold after a 
long day. The orange, green, and purple 
graphic style on the can is eye-catching 
and in the glass there are big punchy 
grapefruit and passionfruit aromas from 
the freshly harvested Riwaka hops, which 
hit the brew within 24 hours of picking on 
the hop farm in Tasman. 

Emporium Wet Exit Fresh Hop 
Cold  IPA  
6% ABV, 330ml RRP $6 – also in keg  
Emporium Brewing  

The team at Emporium used fresh 
Motueka hops picked from Okuora 
Farm in Canterbury and quickly slung 
them into this Cold IPA for a really nice 
resinous bite. Hints of watermelon 
with a citrus mid-palate makes for an 
intriguing combination.

Hop Federation Green Limousine 
Fresh Hopped IPA  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99 – also in keg  
Kono  

Hop Federation’s signature fresh hop beer 
returns for 2023 – Green Limousine is 
an IPA fresh-hopped with Nelson Sauvin 
hops grown just down the road from 
the brewery. It’s so close, in fact, that 
they’re off the bine and into the brew in 
as little as 30 minutes. It also uses Nelson 
Sauvin, Taiheke and Southern Cross hops 
that are picked, dried, pelletised and into 
the whirlpool within 24 hours. The result 
is a golden brew full of luscious fresh 
hop character. 

Sawmill Fresh Hop Superdelic 
Hazy IPA  
6% ABV, 440ml RRP $11.99  
Sawmill Brewery  

Brewed with all-New Zealand ingredients, 
this big, bold IPA is a feast for the senses. 
Sporting a beautiful soft pink can, this 
hazy is full of freshly harvested Superdelic 
hops – the newest hop variety from 
NZ Hops. Think tropical, ripe mango 
and sweet berries, all bound with a 
soft mistiness.

Bach Brewing Duskrider Red IPA  
6.2% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
Bach Brewing  

A re-release, last seen in 2021, Bach 
Brewing’s Duskrider Red IPA is a 
combination of hoppy goodness with a 
caramel toffee malt. Pouring a dark ruby 
colour in the glass, the hop varieties – 
US Cascade, Amarillo, Citra and Nelson 
Sauvin – give flavours of pine and citrus 
while the malts add sweet caramel notes. 
Complex yet balanced.

Bach Brewing Sticky Buds Nelson 
Sauvin Fresh Hop IPA  
6.2% ABV, 440ml RRP $10.99  
Bach Brewing  

The “sticky buds” in this brew are green 
Nelson Sauvin hops, picked fresh and 
delivered to Bach Brewing in Auckland 
for a major fresh hop punch. The 
brewers describe the aromas as “pungent 
and skunky” while the juicy flavours 
are a heady blend of tropical, citrus 
and gooseberry. 

Sawmill Fresh Hop Superdelic Hazy IPA uses the 
latest hop release – Superdelic – from NZ Hops. 
Think tropical, ripe mango and sweet berries, all 
bound with a soft mistiness.
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Epic Hop Gator  
6.3% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
Epic  

Epic’s new fresh hop release uses super 
fresh Motueka hops grown on Eggers Hop 
Farm in Nelson. The hops were picked, 
packed, flown to Auckland and added to 
the tank within six hours to create a hazy 
IPA that’s packed full of juicy Motueka 
crushed lime character.

Badass Beverages California Sun  
6.4% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
Badass Beverages  

Named after the classic R&B track, 
California Sun brings together the best 
from both West and East Coast styles of 
IPA. Smooth, fruity and aromatic, there’s 
also a hint of smokiness at the end – like 
a day spent in the California sunshine and 
finished off with a beach bonfire at night.

Bach Brewing Flock of Seagulls  
6.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $10.99  
Bach Brewing  

This is Bach Brewing’s tribute to its 
top-of-the-South-Island roots and as 
such this Tasman Bay Hazy IPA is brewed 
with all-Nelson hops: Riwaka, Nectar, 
Nelson Sauvin and Kohatu. So hazy 
you’d probably describe it as milky, 
there are flavours of stone and tropical 
fruits, all nicely rounded out by the soft 
Nelson haze.

McLeod’s Mt Lion IPA  
6.5% ABV, 440ml RRP $10.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

Mt Lion IPA takes its name from an iconic 
local range at Bream Head, not far from 
McLeod’s Waipu brewery. Idaho 7 and 
Citra hops bring dank orange and citrus 
character with fruit-laden aromas and 
taste. It’s all balanced on a light malt 
base with a hint of caramel and smooth 
bitterness for a super drinkable IPA.

Bach Brewing Velvet Marley 
Chocolate Cherry Stout  
6.6% ABV, 440ml RRP $9.99  
Bach Brewing  

This dark brew is a veritable dessert in 
a glass. It’s easy to be seduced by its 
dark berry, creamy vanilla and cacao nib 
characters. There are powerful cherry 
and raspberry layers that lead to a slightly 
funky, smoky mid-palate and sherbet-like 
finish. Impeccably balanced. 

McLeod’s Subtropical Stout  
6.7% ABV, 440ml RRP $8.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

This is McLeod’s take on a classic tropical 
stout, made in New Zealand’s winterless 
north. Well-crafted and warm-fermented, 
the brewing style is suited to balmy islands 
and equatorial climes. Roasted malts 
up front with rich, fruity espresso and 
chocolate notes. Drinks like a slightly-
sweetened espresso with a smooth, 
medium body hinting at alcohol for a 
touch of winter warmth. 

McLeod’s Forty Acre Fresh 
Hop UIPA  
6.8% ABV, 440ml RRP $10.99  
McLeod’s Brewery  

First brewed in 2016, Forty Acre is a 
celebration of the New Zealand hop 
harvest. The McLeod’s team uses fresh 
green hop cones harvested in Nelson, 
flown directly to their Waipu brewery 
and used within hours of picking. They 
use over 400 kilograms in one batch for 
big, green resin-like hop character over 
a sublime oily texture with a mouthful of 
flavour. 

 For distributor details see the Distributor Index on page 96. www.bachbrewing.co.nz       TRADE TO enquiries@bachbrewing.co.nz

100% craft brewed fermented non-alcoholic 
beer (not alcohol removed). Loaded with Hazy 
IPA characters including tropical and stone 
fruit notes, for an unmistakably beer finish.


